
ENGAGE 

Conversations with 
families are at the heart of 
early literacy promotion in 
healthcare.

 �Build early literacy guidance 
into conversations you are 
already having 

 �Reinforce how talking, 
reading, singing, and 
sharing stories support 
children’s development 

  �Use simple, strengths-
based guidance that 
honours and respects each 
family 

Provider Guide to Early Literacy Promotion
TRAIN

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE

MODEL MAKE IT ROUTINE

Build your knowledge with 
this free, self-directed 
online module.

 �Co-developed by the 
Canadian Paediatric Society 
and the Canadian Children’s 
Literacy Foundation 

 �Designed for healthcare 
professionals working with 
young children

 �Learn how to support 
families with early literacy 
guidance

 ��Get practical guidance you 
can incorporate into any 
appointment 

Use resources to reinforce 
the conversation and 
support families beyond 
the visit.

 �Share practical resources 
such as tip sheets, activities, 
and books when available 

 �Connect families with 
community resources and 
opportunities for ongoing 
literacy support

 �Create a literacy-friendly 
environment using books, 
posters, and other visual 
reminders throughout your 
clinic

Show families what early 
literacy can look like in 
everyday life.

 �Use a book or activity during 
the appointment to model 
simple ways to engage  
a child

  �Model simple ways 
caregivers can surround 
children with words 
throughout the day

  �Praise and encourage 
positive interactions 
between caregivers and 
children

Create a consistent 
approach that works for 
your team.

 �Include early literacy in team 
onboarding

 �Share resources and 
approaches with colleagues

 �Build consistent early literacy 
practices into every stage of 
the family’s visit.

COMPLETE TRAINING EXPLORE PRINTABLE 
RESOURCES

WATCH AN  
EXAMPLE VISIT

DOWNLOAD CLINIC 
PLANNING WORKSHEET

DOWNLOAD 
CONVERSATION GUIDE

SHARE RESOURCES

READ SING TALK SHARE STORIES

https://childrensliteracy.ca/resource/canadian-childrens-literacy-foundation-words-grow-their-world-posters/
https://pedagogy.cps.ca/#/online-courses/ace27187-3d2d-44ce-9d53-9350704f6810 
https://childrensliteracy.ca/resources/library/?cst=&query-1-audience=families-and-caregivers&query-1-resource_type=downloadable-resource-en 
https://childrensliteracy.ca/resource/reach-out-and-read-training-video-short-visit-training-video/ 
https://childrensliteracy.ca/resource/early-literacy-promotion-clinic-planning-worksheet/ 
https://childrensliteracy.ca/resource/early-words-premiers-mots-early-literacy-conversation-guide/ 

